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St Aidan’s CE Academy  
  
Preface to all policies and procedures.  
  
St Aidan’s CE Academy is a Christian learning environment at the heart of its 
community.  We promote care, respect and responsibility and expect high 
standards in all aspects of Academy life.  
  
As a CE Academy we aim to build a community clearly based on the Christian 
values of love, forgiveness and reconciliation, integrity and the unique value 
of each individual.  We aim to build self-esteem, model conflict resolution, 
protect the weak and are committed to justice and compassion.  Mutual 
respect and trust are central within the Academy.  
  
This policy, and its associated procedures and protocols, is based on these 
key principles.    
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St Aidan’s CE Academy 

We aim to provide first-class, innovative teaching designed to motivate and enable every 
student, facilitating in them the best learning and progress for their ability.  The Academy 
places great importance on providing excellent care and support.  Our curriculum is 
developing to reflect our vision and Christian ethos alongside the requirements of a changing 
educational horizon underpinned by our core Christian values.  Our Christian ethos informs 
the habits and rhythms of Academy life; the values of faith such as honesty, generosity, 
selflessness, forgiveness, reconciliation, care and respect for others informs the manner by 
which the Academy constantly strives to evolve and improve.  We also believe that belonging 
to the community of St Aidan’s will nurture social, personal, cognitive, cultural, physical, 
emotional and spiritual development and belief. We are destined for greatness.   

St Aidan’s aims to be an inspirational Academy for both students and staff to learn and grow 
together and offers new learning opportunities and experiences for the community it 
serves.  Above all, we want to make a difference to the learning and lives of the people who 
belong to this Academy.  At our Academy, we constantly strive to ensure learning is 
innovative, engaging, relevant and fun.  We want everyone to develop a passion for learning 
and acquire an abundance of memories which they will carry with them throughout their 
lives. 

St Aidan’s CE Academy Admissions 

Applications will be accepted for all year groups 7-11. Places will be allocated if we are 
unsubscribed in that year group. 

Admissions Policy 
St Aidan’s Academy will admit up to 140 students who are moving from primary to secondary 
school in 2021. 
 
How to apply for a place 
Applications for places will be made in accordance with the LA’s co-ordinated admission 
arrangements and must be made on an application form which can be obtained from the LA 
School Admissions Team: Telephone number 01325 406333 or email 
school.admissions@darlington.gov.uk.  To find out more  information  please refer to: 
https://www.darlington.gov.uk/education-and-learning/school-years/admissions/ 
 
Admissions Policy 
Where the number of applications for admission is greater than the PAN, applications will be 
considered against the criteria set out below.   After the admission of pupils with an Education 
Health and Care Plan where the Academy is named on the plan, the criteria will be applied in 
the order in which they are set out below:  

Priority 1: Children in Public Care (Looked After Children) (see Note 4) 
 
Priority 2: Pupils with exceptional medical factors and/or social factors directly relating to 

school placement (see Note 1) 
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Priority 3: Pupils whose siblings (see Note 2) currently attend the school and who will 
continue to do so on the date of admission; 

 
Priority 4: Pupils who live nearest the Academy, measured from the front door of the 

home address (including flats) to the main entrance to the Academy as 
determined by the Governing Body, by the shortest walking route judged to be 
safe by the Academy, using the criteria adopted by the LA (see Note 3) 

 
 
Note 1: Definition of Medical Factors 
Supporting evidence for applications under the provisions of priority 2 should set out the 
particular reasons why the Academy is the most suitable school for the pupil to attend and 
the difficulties it would cause if the child had to travel to another school.  Applications under 
this criterion should be supported by written evidence from a doctor or other professional 
practitioner.  Applications in this category will be considered on a case by case basis. 
 
Note 2: Definition of ‘sibling’ 
Siblings (brothers or sisters) are considered to be those children who live at the same address 
and either: 
 

 Have one or both natural parents in common; 
 Are related by a parent’s marriage,  
 Are adopted or fostered or  
 Their parents are married/co-habiting and children live together in the same 

household; 
 They are children of the same household. 

 
Note 3: Definition of Home Address 
This is the child’s permanent address where he or she generally resides.  Temporary 
addresses may not be used in the application for admission to the Academy.  For parents who 
may have more than one property, reference should only be made to the property in which 
they and the child(ren) mainly reside.   
 
If the main address has changed temporarily, for example where a parent resides with 
extended family during a period of sickness or takes up temporary accommodation due to 
building works/renovation, then the home address remains that at which the parent was 
resident before the period of temporary residence began.  Where the temporary change of 
address is due to the sale of property, evidence of the particular circumstances will be 
required to determine the home address for the purposes of the application. 
 
Note 4: Definition of Looked After & Previously Looked After Child (at the point of making 
an application for the school) 

 A looked after child is a child who is (a) in the care of a Local Authority, or (b) being 
provided with accommodation by a Local Authority in the exercise of their Social 
Services functions (see the definition in Section 22(1) of the Children Act 1989) 

 An adoption order is an order made under Section 46 of the Adoption and Children 
Act 2002. 



 

Approved on 13.05.2020 

 

 A child arrangements order is an order settling the arrangements to be made as to the 
person with whom the child is to live under Section 8 of the Children Act 1989 as 
amended by s.14 of the Children and Families Act 2014. 

 A special guardianship order is an order appointing one or more individuals to be a 
child’s special guardian or guardians (Section 14A Children Act 1989). 

 A previously looked after child is a child who immediately moved on from that status 
after becoming subject to an adoption, child arrangement order or special 
guardianship order. 

 
Measurements 
For applications which require a measurement to be undertake in order to apply the 
oversubscription criteria or to determine a tie-break situation, the Local Authority on behalf 
of the Academy will measure the distance using a Geographical Information System (GIS) this 
ensures consistency for all measurements. 
 
Tiebreak 
In the event of a tiebreak, the Academy will carry out a thorough investigation, which may 
involve an Officer walking the route using a pedometer.   
 
Multiple Births 
In the case of a single place remaining and the next child to be offered is a twin or other 
multiple birth, then the admissions Authority will use its discretion in deciding whether to 
offer over the published admission number. 
 
Waiting list 
The LA will maintain a waiting list until the end of the autumn term 2021.  After this time the 
Academy will maintain a waiting list, which will be open to any parents to ask for his or her 
child’s name to be placed on the waiting list, following an unsuccessful application, due to 
oversubscription for the relevant year group.  The position of children on the waiting list will 
be determined solely in accordance with the oversubscription criteria.  Where places become 
vacant they will be allocated to children on the waiting list in accordance with the 
oversubscription criterion. 
 
Arrangements for appeal panels 
Parents will have the right of an Independent Appeal Panel if they are dissatisfied with an 
admission decision of the Academy.  The appeal panel will be independent of the Academy.  
The arrangements for appeals will be line with the School Admission Appeals Code published 
by the DofE as it applies to Foundation and Voluntary Aided schools.  The determination of 
the appeal panel will be made in accordance with the School Admission Appeals Code and is 
binding on all parties.  The Academy will prepare guidance for parents about how the appeals 
process will work and will provide parents with a named contact who can answer any 
enquiries they may have about the process.  For further details, write to the Chair of 
Governors at St Aidan’s Church of England Academy. 
 
School Transport Arrangements 
For further details on transport arrangements please go to the Local Authority website: 
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https://www.darlington.gov.uk/education-and-learning/school-years/school-travel-and-
transport/  
 
Anyone wishing to contact the Academy with regard to its admission arrangements should 
contact Miss A Simpson, PA to the Principal, Telephone (01325) 373778. 
 
Admission of children outside their normal age group 
Parents may request that their child is admitted outside their normal age group.  When such 
a request is made, the Academy will make a decision on the basis of the circumstances of 
the case and in the best interests of the child concerned, taking into account the views of 
the Headteacher and any supporting evidence provided by the parent, bearing in mind the 
age group the child has been educated in up to that point. 
 
The process for requesting such an admission is to apply to the Academy in writing giving a 
clear explanation of why the request is being made.  Once a decision has been made the 
Admission Authority will write to the parent(s) informing them if the decision and setting 
out reasons for such. 
  
Parents have a statutory right to appeal against the refusal of a place but this does not apply 
if the authority can offer a place but it is not in the year group that has been requested. 
 
 


